Pregnancy Detection

Determine farm protocols to:
· Determine pregnancy status of breeding females.
· Conduct pregnancy check. 

· Organize females per pregnancy status in the breeding and gestation barns.
There are multiple ways to perform this procedure. The following is a template to assist in customizing a standard operating procedure for this procedure on your farm. Edit as necessary to describe the procedures specific to your farm.
Introduction

Determining the pregnancy status of breeding females is important to help maintain pig flow for efficient production. It’s also important to identify pregnant animals, animals that require re-breeding and those that may need to be culled from the herd. Pregnancy detection should be completed at 21 to 24 days post breeding of an individual animal. 
Safety 

Hazards: stepped on by animal, struck by animal, stuck by or against object, fall (slip, trip), caught between gates and safety bars, animal bite, dust (respiratory), noise (hearing)
Personal protective equipment (PPE) that may be used to help ensure safety throughout the process includes exam gloves, hearing protection, dust mask and safety-toe boots. 

Hand placement and animal position should be noted to help avoid pinching or other injury when working around or in stalls. Monitor animal disposition continually, as sows may become aggressive during handling. 
Supplies
Supplies that may be needed include: 

· Ultrasound machine 
· Ultrasound gel

· Marking spray/chalk/paint stick

· Pen and notepad
· Sow “breeding group” status cards 

Procedure

Check animals:
· Ensure the ultrasound machine is fully charged. 
· Determine the groups of sows that are 21 to 24 days past their breeding dates. 

· Gather ultrasound gel, marking chalk, a notepad and pen. 

· Prepare your operation’s machine for mobility, per its operation manual. Place the machine in the carrying harness and attach it to your body, being careful not to drop the machine or the probe. 
· Start ultrasound detection at one end of the group while sows are standing up. (Get sows up as you come to them, if they are not already standing.)

· Liberally apply ultrasound gel to the probe, as needed.
· Place the probe on the inner flank of the sow near the second teat from the rear at an angle pointing upwards towards her spinal column. 

· Move the location or angle of the probe until you can clearly observe pig embryos, or until the appropriate tone is emitted from the ultrasound. 

· Repeat the process on the other side of the sow if no embryos can be found. 

Determine pregnancy status: 

· Confirm the sow’s pregnancy status as pregnant or not pregnant/NIP (not “in-pig”) as appropriate, depending on the results of the ultrasound. 
· If you are unsure of the sow’s pregnancy status, make a note of this on her record, and re-check her in one week. 

· Mark sows that are not pregnant for culling or breeding, as appropriate. 
· Record date, individual animal ID, and location on the appropriate record sheet.
· Continue pregnancy detection until the entire group has been checked.
Group sows, clean and store equipment:
· Refer to farm organizational chart to move non-pregnant sows to the correct location for re-breeding or possible culling.

· Regroup pregnant sows per projected farrowing date.
· Clean and properly store the ultrasound equipment.
Follow-up

If the group conception rate does not meet your farm’s targeted level, contact your supervisor. If ultrasound equipment malfunctions, inform your supervisor, or contact the equipment manufacturer. 
