Dead Pig Disposal - Composting
Introduction

Dead-animal removal and disposal must be done in a timely manner that meets the operation’s disease and biosecurity objectives, as well as all local, state and federal environmental regulations. Composting pig carcasses is one method of disposing of mortalities/dead animals.  
Safety 

Ensuring safety requires that specific personal protective equipment (PPE) should be utilized throughout the process, including exam gloves or leather gloves, protective eyewear, a dust mask and safety-toe boots. 

Preparation

Supplies required for composting dead pigs include: 

· Loader tractor or skid loader

· Carbon material (wood chips, turkey litter, cornstalks, etc.)

Moving a large, heavy mortality must be done in a manner that does not cause personal injury to the handler/caretaker due to straining, pulling or lifting improperly. A lumbar support belt may be worn as an added safety precaution. 
Ensure that all farm biosecurity protocols are followed during the Dead Pig Disposal - Composting process.
Procedure

To fill a new/empty compost bin:

· Place 24 inches of carbon material (saw dust, wood chips, etc.) in a new bin as the base on which to place the dead animals.
· Lay the dead animals flat in a single layer on top of the carbon material, keeping the carcasses a minimum of 12 inches from the side walls.
· Cover the dead animals with the carbon material, ensuring that all areas of flesh are completely covered by 8 inches of carbon material.
· Repeat these steps as additional deaths occur, filling the bins vertically to the top of the side and back walls, working from the back of the bins towards the front.
· Fill compost system bins no closer than 24 inches to the front entrance of the bin. 
· When a compost bin is full, move to the next bin and repeat the procedure. 
After filling a compost bin:  

· Check the bins daily. Watch for seepage in front of the base of the bin and for any uncovered or exposed carcasses.
· Add additional carbon material, as needed, to absorb seepage or cover carcasses to the proper depth.
· Allow the bin to compost for 30 days. 

· Use a loader to rotate the material in the pile from the bottom to the top, and then allow to compost undisturbed for another 30 days. 

· Use a loader to unload a bin for disposal of composting material, but only if it has no flesh remaining in the material and only in accordance with all local, state and federal guidelines.
Resources Referenced

Removing Dead Animals – Breeding and Grow-Finish SOP
Follow-up

If the compost system has an odor, fly, scavenger or other pest problem, add additional carbon material and continue to rotate every 30 days. If composting is not producing the desired results, monitor the internal temperature of the compost pile. The internal temperature should be 150-160 degrees F.

