Dead Pig Disposal – Incineration
Introduction

Dead-animal removal and disposal must be done in a timely manner that meets the operation’s disease and biosecurity objectives, as well as all local, state and federal environmental regulations. Incineration of pig carcasses is one method of disposing of mortalities/dead animals. Regulations may require that incinerators have appropriate air-quality permits.
Safety 

Personal protective equipment (PPE) that should be used to help ensure safety throughout the Dead Pig Disposal – Incineration process includes leather gloves, protective eyewear, safety-toe boots and a dust mask. Moving a large, heavy mortality must be done in a manner that does not cause personal injury to the handler/caretaker due to straining, pulling or lifting improperly. A lumbar support belt may be worn as an added safety precaution. 
Stand clear of the incinerator when it is running. Use a loader or pulley/winch system to haul carcasses that are too large/heavy to safely move by hand. When approaching the incinerator with a carcass being moved with a loader or pulley system, it’s important to allow plenty of room to lower the dead animal completely into the incinerator.
Preparation

Supplies needed for Dead Pig Disposal – Incineration include:

· Bucket

· Fuel source

· Loader and/or pulley system
· Incinerator manufacturer’s operation manual

Ensure that all farm biosecurity protocols are followed during the Dead Pig Disposal - Incineration process
Procedure

Proper disposal of a dead animal using incineration requires following these steps:  

· Review the incinerator operation manual to help ensure operation is understood.
· Ensure that there is sufficient fuel for the incineration cycle, taking into account the number/size of dead animals to be placed in the incinerator.
· Ensure burner is free from ashes and debris.
· Transport dead animal(s) to the incinerator, using a loader and/or pulley system, if necessary.
· Place carcass completely inside the incinerator. Use two people and/or loader and/or incinerator pulley/winch system if animal is large and/or heavy. Check to ensure the igniter is not blocked by an animal carcass(es).
· Close the incinerator lid, and verify that it is closed/latched according to the manufacturer’s operation manual.
· Start the incinerator and set the timer for the appropriate length of time per manufacturer’s recommendations.
· Allow the incinerator to cool following completion of the incineration cycle.

· Remove ashes from the incinerator and place in an appropriate designated temporary storage receptacle/location until they can be disposed of in accordance to applicable federal, state and local regulations.
Resources Referenced

Removing Dead Animals – Breeding and Grow-Finish SOP
Follow-up

If one or more carcasses are not completely incinerated, check the fuel source to ensure it has not run out, and/or re-evaluate the time length of the cycle. Then repeat the last three steps of the process, commencing with the starting of the incinerator and setting of the timer.

