Castration
Determine farm protocols to:

· Define age guidelines and castration methods. 
· Identify pigs eligible for castration (i.e. ruptures, chryptorchids, etc.)
· To observe each pig for health status and vigor after procedure.

· Record observations and actions taken for improvement in animal care.
· Determine criteria to take additional actions.
There are multiple ways to perform this procedure. The following is a template to assist in customizing a standard operating procedure for this procedure on  your farm. Edit as necessary to describe the procedures specific to your farm.
Introduction

Piglets are “processed” within the first few days (insert age) post-farrowing. Processing typically consists of several routine procedures and injections. Male piglets are castrated as part of the processing routine, because castration improves meat quality, reduces aggression and controls undesired reproduction. Animals that are castrated later in life take longer to recover, thereby reducing animal efficiency. 
Safety

Hazards: lifting, repetitive motion, stepped on by animal, struck by animal, stuck by or against object, cut, fall (slip, trip), caught between gates, sow feeder orsafety bars, animal bite, pinch points, dust (respiratory), noise (hearing)
Personal protective equipment (PPE) that may be used throughout the castration process includes exam gloves, hearing protection and safety-toe boots. 

Beware of cutting or puncturing hands and fingers with sharp objects. Also avoid excessive skin contact with disinfectant. Other safety precautions during castration include avoiding bites by securely restraining piglets, and being aware of potential sow aggression when handling piglets. 

Supplies
Supplies needed for castration may include:

· Scalpel and blade 

· Appropriate tool to change scalpel blade, as needed
· Small container filled with disinfectant

· Clean, dry towel

· Topical disinfectant spray
EXAMPLE Procedure
Male pigs are to be castrated by (insert age). Prior to castration, check male piglets for ruptures. If there is a rupture, a testicle appears larger than normal, and sometimes a loop of intestines can be felt within the scrotal sac. If one or both sides look enlarged, do not castrate. Mark the piglet, and make note of the rupture on the sow card. This piglet will require follow-up with a different procedure at a later date. Processing procedures, such as injections and tail docking that are part of the processing protocol, should be conducted now, prior to castration.
Hold the piglet with its head pointed down and its legs and hips together. This posture helps push the testicles closer to the tail. 

· Using the scalpel, make a cut into the scrotum over each testicle approximately three-fourths of an inch long.
· Secure and gently pull one testicle until the testicle and cord are exposed away from the body.
· Cut the cord with a scalpel (using a scraping motion to help minimize bleeding).
· Repeat the process for the other testicle.
· Make sure that there are no cords protruding from either incision.
· If there is a cord sticking out, pull gently or cut the cord.
· Spray the incisions with topical disinfectant.
· Put the piglet back into its pen.
· Place tools in disinfectant cups while the next piglet in the litter is retrieved.
· Wipe tools clean and disinfect before use on the next litter.
Follow-up

Determine number or percentage of ruptures that will require evaluation of techniques and/or employee execution of the procedure.  

Monitor piglets for ruptures following castration, as well as for swelling and/or discharge. Contact your supervisor or herd veterinarian for treatment instructions if this occurs. 

