Power Washing Grow-Finish Barns

Determine farm protocols to provide a clean, disinfected environment for incoming pigs.
There are multiple ways to perform this procedure. The following is a template to assist in customizing a standard operating procedure for this procedure on your farm. Edit as necessary to describe the procedures specific to your farm.

Introduction
Hygiene and cleanliness in grow-finish barns help maintain herd health by decreasing the risk of disease transmission between groups of pigs. Power washing, drying and disinfecting the barn and equipment are very effective disease-prevention techniques.
Safety 

Hazards: lifting, cut (water under pressure), fall (slip, trip), debris in eyes, chemical (burn), noise (hearing)

Personal protective equipment (PPE) that may be used includes eye protection, a rain suit, rubber gloves, waterproof safety-toe boots, hearing protection and a dust mask. 

All electrical outlets should be covered to avoid electric shortages. Power washing can create a wet, slippery work environment. Power washing may dislodge particles that may blow towards the caretaker’s face and eyes. The water stream from the power washer is under high pressure and is capable of causing severe damage to both the caretaker and animals. Do not aim the water stream directly at an animal or person. Avoid aiming at your feet, and do not put any body part, such as your hands, in front of the water stream.

Supplies
Supplies needed for Power Washing Grow-Finish Barns include: 

· Power-washer unit (in-house or mobile)
· Hose
· Wand and nozzle
· Soap and/or degreaser 

· Disinfectant (liquid and aerosol)
· Towel

· Plastic sheeting

· Duct tape

Procedure

Preparation
· Remove all animals from the barn prior to power washing. 

· Dump out feeders, and scrape out any stuck feed/debris.
· Cover all electrical equipment and controls with plastic to prevent water damage and electrical hazards.
· If allowable, turn on the presoaking system, and soak the barn a minimum of 4 hours before washing begins.
· Check for adequate fuel supply for the hot water washing system (kerosene, diesel or LP, as appropriate).
· Ensure that the hoses will not be pinched or snagged by equipment.

Washing

· Mobile power wash equipment operators and personnel should follow all farm biosecurity guidelines prior to use on the farm.
· Attach the wand/nozzle to power washer hose, and attach hose to pressure washer line. Then turn on washer.

· Wash the entire building and equipment from top to bottom, working from the back of the barn (typically furthest from the entry door) to the front of the barn. 
· Soaps or degreasers can be used to reduce total wash time. Apply according to label directions.

· Ensure that you remove all feed and organic materials. 
· Special areas of focus include:

· Feeders
· Corners of equipment, pens and walls/building
· Waterers
· Heat lamps/brooders (if used)

· Mats (if wean-finish)
· Slats/flooring
· Penning/gating

· Following washing, do a final rinse of the barn, looking for areas to “touch up.”

· Dump water out of any feeders or cup waterers.
· Apply disinfectant according to the product label instructions.
Drying and set up 

· Turn on ventilation to thoroughly dry the barn and equipment.
· Unwrap plastic from electrical items, then clean and disinfect with aerosol disinfectant and a towel.
· Replace all equipment in its proper place.
· Record any necessary facility or equipment maintenance, and contact a farm supervisor (or maintenance personnel, as directed) to complete maintenance work.
Follow-up
Inspect the barn to ensure that the room is clean and dry before loading the next group of grow/finish pigs into the barn. 
