
on Today’s Pig Farms
Protects People, Pigs and Planet

RESPONSIBLE
     ANTIBIOTIC USE

The National Pork Board represents all of America’s pig farmers whose 
No. 1 GOAL is to do the right thing for people, pigs and the planet. 

This includes using antibiotics responsibly, reducing the need to use them and preparing for new federal rules.
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1.  Bacteria, including 
a resistant variety.

2.  Antibiotics kill or inhibit 
most normal bacteria.

3.  Resistant bacteria 
multiplies.

4.  Infection becomes 
resistant to antibiotics.

Antibiotic

Doing the right thing

Antibiotic Resistance
Just as human patients work with their medical 
doctors, America’s pig farmers work with their 
veterinarians to help reduce antibiotic resistance. 
This is the ability of a microbe to grow in the 
presence of an antibiotic that would normally kill 
or limit the microbe’s growth, which is not good 
for human, animal or environmental health.

We CareSM helps ensure that pig farmers share the same values as today’s consumers. 
Keeping pigs healthy and producing safe food are top priorities of pig farmers and their 
veterinarians.  Together, they will continue to do what is right for the animals, which 
may include using antibiotics when necessary to keep pigs healthy.

ONE HEALTH UMBRELLA: 
Shared Responsibility, 
Opportunity to Combat 
Antibiotic Resistance
The worldwide One Health approach to combat 
antibiotic resistance is critical to human and animal 
health. This is a collaborative effort to attain optimal 

health for people, domestic animals, wildlife and 

the environment. Medical doctors and patients, 

veterinarians and farmers, along with government, 

academia and industry stakeholders, are cooperating. 

Pig farmers play an important role in the shared effort 

to use antibiotics responsibly to help minimize the 

potential emergence of antibiotic-resistant bacteria.
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ONE HEALTH

• Reduction of disease risk for humans
• Reduction in pandemic risk
• Improved public health globally

• Ecosystem resilience
• Environmentally friendly approaches
• Includes entire natural habitat

• Reduction of disease risk for animals
• Reduction in pandemic risk
• Improved animal health and food safety
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STOP

#AntibioticSmart
#RealPigFarming 
#CombatingAMRANTIBIOTICS

RESOURCE CENTER

Visit pork.org/antibiotics 
for more information.

> U.S. pig farmers have committed 
more than $6 MILLION TO 
ANTIBIOTIC RESEARCH SINCE 2000.$$$$$$$ > As of Jan. 1, 2017, antibiotics important to human medicine are 

NO LONGER BE ALLOWED FOR GROWTH PROMOTION 
IN FOOD ANIMALS.

DID YOU KNOW
> IN 2016, U.S. PIG FARMERS INVESTED $750,000 
in fi ve research areas that include defi ning 
alternative antibiotic technologies, studying 
the environmental fate of antibiotics 
and better understanding the impact of 
antibiotic-resistant bacteria.

> As of 2017, implementation of the new FDA rules affects for ALL FOOD-ANIMAL SPECIES, 
including pigs. The National Pork Board will continue outreach and education to producers.

> Pig farmers are building on 
NEARLY 30 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE, 
through the Pork Quality Assurance® program 
and an enhanced emphasis on responsible 
antibiotic use.
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