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Swine Health Producer Guide

Understanding the Value of Using a 
Premises Identification Number (PIN)

Advantages of PINs
PINs benefit the pork industry by improving:
•	 Nationally coordinated swine health programs
•	 Disease surveillance
•	 National emergency preparedness programs
•	 Traceability
•	 Record keeping

Requirements Met by PINs
•	 PINs are required for Pork Quality Assurance® Plus Site 

Assessments. 
•	 Many packers require PQA Plus® site assessments as 

a condition of sale. 
•	 Meets the requirement of many sow packers that the 

breeding stock they purchase be identified with official 
premises ID number tags. Using PIN tags for sows and 
boars on the farm prior to sale will help satisfy this 
requirement.
•	 PINs are required to buy official PIN tags.

•	 PINs are required for many major swine shows and 
exhibitions.

Benefits of PINs in Emergencies
•	 Allow animal health officials to be more efficient in 

managing emergencies. 
•	 PINs act as a 911 address and support rapid 

communication and actions by officials during 
agricultural emergences, such as floods, blizzards and 
disease outbreaks.  

How to Obtain a PIN
Contact the Pork Checkoff ’s Service Center at (800) 456-7675 
for information on how to register in your state. Premises are 
registered at the state level through the state animal health 
official.

The following is needed to register for a PIN:
•	 Name of farm entity or company
•	 Contact information for the owner or other appropriate 

individual
•	 Type of operation
•	 Complete address for the production site
•	 Telephone number of primary contact overseeing the pigs

Registering your premises today will 
help protect your operation and support 
commerce, trade and emergency 
preparedness. 
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Overview
Today, more than 95 percent of USDA-estimated swine premises use a nationally standardized premised identification 
number (PIN). However, the U.S. pork industry is striving to reach complete adoption of PINs to clearly demonstrate to 
trading partners that American producers are committed to having a world-class pre-harvest traceability system. Adoption 
of PINs by all producers supports the industry’s goal of remaining competitive in international markets. In 2012, U.S. Pork 
exports provided $56 of additional value per head to producers. 
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The standardized PIN is a USDA-allocated seven-character 
alphanumeric code, with the right-most character being 
a check digit. For example: AB23456. Standardized PINs 
should not be confused with Location Identification numbers 
(LIDs) which are administered through a state’s or tribe’s 
internal system.


