
Sharpen Biosecurity Measures 
Keeping show pigs healthy and growing is a priority for 
every youth exhibitor. That’s where animal management, 
including proper nutrition, housing, daily observation 
and care come into play. But these pigs are continuously 
mixed, transported and remixed, which can present 
a challenge. To minimize disease exposure and 
maximize health, it’s important 
to implement recommended 
biosecurity practices at home, 
during transport and at the 
show. The Pork Checkoff’s 
booklet, A Champion’s Guide 
to Youth Swine Exhibition: 
Biosecurity and Your Pig 
Project, offers  
detailed guidance. It’s 
available at  
pork.org/youth-and-
education/fact-sheets/.

USCARE: Remember These Six Steps 
The Pork Checkoff has prepared this USCARE checklist as 
an easy way to remember the six key steps that youth swine 
exhibitors, parents and advisors need to ensure successful 
antibiotic compliance.

 DUnderstand the new feed (VFD) and water (prescription) 
rules: As of Jan. 1, 2017, growth promotion use of 
medically important (to human health) antibiotics are 
not allowed. Only therapeutic use (treatment, control, 
prevention) for a specific animal health condition are 
allowed under a veterinarian’s direction.  

 D Strengthen the VCPR: Build a relationship with 
a veterinarian who knows the pigs and facilities. 
Schedule site visits for each set of show pigs and 
review animal health and care practices, as well as 
biosecurity protocols. 

 DCommunicate with feed suppliers: Check to ensure 
that past suppliers will continue to carry the feed your 
show pigs will need. If not, identify new feed sources. 
Ensure that everyone understands and are prepared to 
implement the VFD record-keeping procedures.

 DAssess herd health and welfare strategies: As part of 
the VCPR, sit down with your veterinarian to identify 
any animal care changes to further maximize 
health and minimize antibiotic use. 

 DRenew a commitment to responsible antibiotic 
use: Stay up to date with Youth PQA Plus® 
or Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA)
certification and make it part of your everyday routine.  

 DEnsure record-keeping compliance: For youth 
exhibitors, parents and advisors, see that copies (print 
or electronic) of each VFD are kept on file for two 
years and water prescription records for one year.

To stay informed about the VFD and FDA’s new antibiotic 
requirements, bookmark Pork Checkoff’s Antibiotics 
Resource Center at pork.org/antibiotics. It offers the latest 
information and resources about this important topic.
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Changes Apply to Everyone
Under FDA’s Guidance 209, antibiotics identified as 
medically important (to human health) are no longer 
available to use in swine for growth promotion purposes 
on any farm of any size, and that includes show pigs. 
Use of medically important antibiotics is limited to the 
prevention, treatment or control of a specific disease under 
a veterinarian’s guidance.

Over-the-counter sales of medically important antibiotics 
have ended, including medicated feed and premixes, as 
well as water-based medications. Access to feed containing 
antibiotics are only available by working with your 
veterinarian who will need to write a veterinary feed directive 
(VFD) for a specific set of pigs to be used for a specific time 
line. Leftover medicated feed cannot be fed beyond the 
time line or fed to other animals. Water medications will 
require a prescription from your veterinarian. As a reminder, 
medically important antibiotics are no longer available for 
growth promotion purposes.

Compounds not affected by FDA’s new rule include 
bacitracin, tiamulin, carbadox, ionophores and 
bambermycin. Pork Checkoff offers a list of affected 
compounds and products online at pork.org/antibiotics.

Not the Same Feed
The biggest change for those involved 
with youth swine shows relates to 
feed. So, the feed that has always 
performed well for your show pigs 
may still carry the same name, but may 
not include antibiotics as they have 
in the past. Unless you have a VFD 
from your veterinarian, you are not 
able to purchase any feed or premix 
with specific antibiotics for disease 
prevention, control or treatment.

Because a medicated feed purchase must match a 
specific VFD, feed stores may not keep a supply of what 
you have typically bought before. So, think ahead, work 
with your veterinarian and order the appropriate feed 
before it's immediately needed.  

New Labels Are Here
On Jan. 1, 2017, labels changed according to the FDA's 
new rules for feed-grade and water-based antibiotics that 
are medically important (to human illness). You need a 
VFD for a specific set of pigs to treat, prevent or control a 
specific health issue to get the medicated feed you want. 
Also, water medications require a prescription.

Build a Relationship with a Veterinarian 
The only way to get a VFD to access certain feed- or water-
based antibiotics is to secure a veterinary-client-patient 
relationship or VCPR. That may sound overwhelming, but it 
doesn’t have to be. Think of it in terms of getting to know a 
veterinarian on a first-name basis who will become familiar 
with your pigs and where you raise them. If you don’t 
already have a veterinarian that you work with regularly, 
reach out to fellow exhibitors, youth leaders, If you don’t 
already have a veterinarian that you work with regularly, 
reach out to fellow exhibitors, youth leaders, Extension 
agents and others who may know of a veterinarian to refer 
you to in your area or use the GlobalVetLink Find-A-Vet tool 
on pork.org/antibiotics.
 
Keep Records on File  
FDA’s new antibiotic rules also outline the 
record-keeping requirements for all producers, including 
youth with show pigs. Veterinarians who issue VFDs will 
keep the original for two years, with the youth/exhibitor, 
parent or advisor required to keep a printed or electronic 
copy for the same period. Any feed mills, distributors or 
suppliers that are involved also must keep a copy on file. 

Water prescriptions need to be kept by the 
parties involved for one year. Any of these 
records must be made available to FDA  
on request. 

Are You Ready?
Just as youth exhibitors prepare their pigs for the 
show ring, they—along with their parents and project 
advisors—need to be ready for FDA’s new antibiotic 
rules. Find a veterinarian if you don’t already have one for 
your pigs. Then work on developing a VCPR and putting 
a comprehensive health plan in place. 

VFD


